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The WELCH’S Issue   Welch’s is the world’s leading producer of 

Concord and Niagara Grape products, since 1869, and is now owned by the National Grape 

Cooperative Association Inc. Welch’s has produced over 25 different series of character glasses 

for their grape jelly products. Their promotions include Davy Crockett, Howdy Doody, The 

Flintstones, Archies, Looney Tunes, Peanuts, Pokemon, Tom and Jerry and many others. With 

over 1000 different glasses to collect, the Welch’s series are popular with many collectors, and 

with such large promotions are found all over the country.  In this issue of Collector Glass News 

we feature an article by Matt Maloney on the Flintstones glasses and the colors used in that 

series, a three page article from Carl Sehnert, based on some archive material provided to him 

from a glass collector, information on lids associated with various glass promotions, including 

Welch’s and others. Also in this issue is an article by Steve Simek with more information on the 

glass411.info glasses data base web site. Recent finds, classifieds, and another super auction on 

pages 6 through 26 are also enclosed.                                                                                      
 
Check the articles page on the club web site www.pgcaglassclub.com for more of the Welch’s 

material and more pictures of glasses and glass collecting activities. Pictured below are a color 

sample for Flintstones glasses, a pre pro Welch’s glass and a rare Howdy Doody glass with Hazel 

Atlas mark on the bottom, instead of the normal embossed face.  
 
 

             
         

        Auction 112 closes November 17, 2012.                      



Editor's Notes                                     ISSUE 113 
This edition of Collector Glass News has in this issue articles by Carl Sehnert, Steve Simek, Matt 
Maloney and lots of interesting glasses and glasses information.  The newsletter cannot survive 
without contributions, so please send articles, photos, new issue information, classified ads and glass 
collecting information to Brian Callahan at 317-345-4547 or bricall@att.net.   
 
 Auction 112 has lots of interesting glasses, see pages 6 through 26 for some great glasses.   
 I’d like to thank Carl Sehnert and Mary Sehnert for working on the auction and newsletter, and thanks      
 to the authors of the articles. Also thanks to President Fred Stepanian, Secretary David Lester ,Mike   
 Vath who maintains the  club membership, Marilyn Johnston our club  treasurer and Alice Clark club  
 VP. Without their hard work we could not send this newsletter to club members.  Don't forget to  
 browse and submit glasses to the glasses database, at www.glass411.info  developed and maintained  
 by Steve Simek.  
  
 Collector Glass News is published four times a year by the Promotional Glass Collectors 
 Association. Subscriptions rates are $15.00 a year or $25.00 for 2 years by email and include   
 membership  in the PGCA along with all its benefits. Payment information can be found on the back  
 cover  or on the PGCA website. Send changes of address to: Mike Vath 13796 Fairlawn Ave, 
 Apple Valley, MN 55124 or use www.pgcaglassclub.com/upform.htm 
 Staff: Editor:Brian Callahan   Auctions:Carl & Mary Sehnert 
 Promotional Glass Collectors Association Officers: President: Fred Stepanian 
 Vice President: Alice Clark, Treasurer: Marilyn Johnston, Secretary: David Lester 
 Board Members: Mike Vath, Matt Stoll, Brent Sehnert, Brian Callahan  
 Elections for club officers are held each May at the annual meeting. Each office is a two year term. 
 PGCA Web Site: www.pgcaglassclub.com - web site of Promotional Glass Collectors Association 
 Advertising Rates: Free member classified ads may be submitted to bricall@att.net or  
 317-345-4547. Display ads or rates contact Brian Callahan at 317-345-4547 or bricall@att.net. 
 
 Collector Glass News is the official publication of the Promotional Glass Collectors  
 Association. Benefits of membership include purchase of club glasses, newsletter, attending   
 meetings and voting on club issues, free wanted/for sale ads and classifieds and access to printed 
 auction information in the Collector Glass News newsletter.  
 
 This issue is printed in black and white to allow the club to reduce the printing costs. The printer we  
 had been using was costing increasingly more money for color printing. We will use electronic  
 delivery of the newsletter, starting in 2013,  for those that are willing and able to  receive CGN as  
 a pdf file, at a reduced dues, since that delivery method is way less than the cost of printing and 
 mailing CGN. The email version will have color photos. There is more information on this change in  
 this newsletter.  
 
Since the last newsletter, the club has had several very successful meetings. I attended the PA meeting 
this year, and had a great time, and found some neat glasses. At the Renninger’s Flea Market, where 
some of the club members were set up, we spoke to a man who was the former head of the Welch’s 
production department – he told us the Looney Tunes Collector Series set from 1984, which was the 
focus of a short presentation by Matt Maloney at the previous evening’s PA meeting, had to have the 
shape of the glasses changed from the short straight sided, to the curved mustard jar style, because the 
straight sided shape was having high amounts of broken jars on the production line. An interesting 
story and amazing co-incidence right after Matt’s talk on those same glasses the night before.   



 Singing the Aqua Blues             by Matt Maloney 

Collecting those great Welchs / Flintstone glasses sometimes makes me sing the Blues. Or are 

they the Aquas. It’s often hard to tell those colors apart. 

If you collect them, you’re probably nodding your head in silent agreement; having received at 

least one glass of misidentified color in a trade or online purchase, or even a self-misidentified 

one in your own collection . If you don’t collect them, let me explain. 

In producing the largest set of collectible character glasses ever back in 1962 to 1964, the people 

at Welchs, and their glass manufacturer Owens-Illinois, did a commendable job, if not a perfect 

one. I don’t have any idea who selected the colors, or on what criterion they were chosen, but the 

fact is that the Blue and the Aqua colors used are similar enough to be confused with one 

another, and frequently are. 

Why are those two colors so easy to misidentify? 

First difficulty is that Blue and Aqua (and Green for that matter) are overlapping, next-door-

neighbor hues on the prism or rainbow of colors. That alone wouldn’t cause misidentification 

problems if colors of different saturations had been used.   A deep, vivid  shade of one vs. a 

pastel shade of the other would never be confused. But the saturations, or intensities, of the Blue 

and Aqua colors used are just about identical. 

Second difficulty is that the type of light they are viewed in will alter our perception of the colors 

significantly. Incandescent light will make the colors look different than they do in Fluorescent 

light, and both artificial lights will make the colors look different than they do in daylight. 

Enough to make the Blue in some artificial lights look like the Aqua viewed in daylight. 

Now add the fact that the less light of any type available, the less color our eyes are able to 

perceive. In really poor light, like when you’re sorting glasses in the basement at night when you 

should be sleeping, Blue and Aqua will both look like pretty much the same vaguely blue-ish 

gray to your eyes. 

So the most reliable way to determine for sure whether that glass you’re holding is Blue or Aqua 

is to compare it to reference glasses of those known colors. That way, whatever kind of light you 

find yourself in will affect all of them the same way,  yielding a definite match to one reference 

glass’ color or the other. 

Easier said than done, of course.  Even the most dedicated glass collectors are  not likely to start 

carrying Blue and Aqua Welchs / Flintstone glasses with them everywhere they go, just in case 

they should find one in the wild whose color needs to be verified.  So here’s the next best thing: 
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 Singing the Aqua Blues             by Matt Maloney   continued 

I photographed glasses of both colors, made up a color sample card from them, then printed it out. I 

compared it to actual glasses and it looked accurate enough to use – so it now resides in my wallet.  

Hopefully the colors have printed accurately enough on the CGN cover for you to clip and use it too. 

Happy Glassing, Matt 

Food Product Glasses LIDS       by Brian Callahan 

One of the interesting side items for glasses collectors are the lids that came on the food product glasses 

with many various products. Welch’s jelly, various peanut butter, dairy, and other jelly makers had cool 

lids that added to the advertising and eye appeal of the glass containers with their products. Of course 

999 out of 1000 of these lids have been thrown away, so usually a lid is much harder to find than the 

associated glass. Matt Maloney had a six glass BAMA jelly set with Rocky and Bullwinkle show characters 

shown on the glasses that he sold to me at the PA meeting, this set was not distributed in Indiana where 

I live. The lids are shown below, along with some other pictures of Welch’s lids, and advertising from my 

favorite lids “set” from Peter Pan Peanut butter. Referred to as caps, the 16 lid set, which can come in 

two different styles, is a tough group of advertising lids to complete. These advertising posters are 

courtesy of flickr member -  grickily – Dan Goodsell, who has lots of neat cartoons and kid’s advertising 

items shown on flickr. I started collecting these Peter Pan lids, that date from the time of the Walt 

Disney movie, when I found one about 20 years ago attached to an unassuming glass with green leaves.  

I still need 4 in the set, and have a few of a variation set. These lids are listed in the Jefferson Burdick 

Card Catalog as PX-109. We showed a neat Howdy Doody lid in CGN last year, and I am sure some PGCA 

members have some neat lids to share with us, so if you have a chance, send in a photo or scan of some 

of your lids for us  to show in later issues.  
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Walt Disney Peter Pan Derby Peanut Butter Lids Display & lid         Disney Pinnochio Blue Fairy w. lid 

                Welch’s NFL + Looney Tunes lids                          
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Recent Find 
 

I have seen these glasses mixed in with and being sold as peanut butter glasses. I have never seen them in a 

boxed set or with identifying information. I admit my complete lack of knowledge about them. These well 

could be listed as mystery glasses but I am sure just to me. I will leave it up to guys like Brian or John Foster to 

explain. In the meantime, this is one very neat find. Other than a little aging, the box is in great shape and 

glasses are like new. Anyone interested can send me an offer. Owner wants to sell. Submitted by Carl Sehnert. 
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Glass 411 Glasses Database part 2:  Search tips   by  Steve Simek                                                                  31 

As promised, this article will focus on search tips you can use while locating glasses in the club database, 

located at http://www.glass411.info. Knowledge is power, and understanding a few simple rules will 

increase your ability to locate one of the nearly 13,000 glasses currently available. Of course, each glass 

has a number, and searching by number is as simple as entering the number, but one of the primary 

features of the database is the ability to search for certain characteristics instead of showing pictures of 

every entry in the category, which is basically what you have to do when looking thru a book. Recent 

updates to the database that provide handling for special characters like commas, abbreviations, and 

exclamation marks have also enhanced our search capability over what was previously available. 

Here’s the first and most important tip:  

Keep it simple (less is more). Once in a while I hear the comment “I could not find a fairly basic glass in 

the database, why”? Sometimes this is possible because the glass has not yet been entered into the 

database and is outside the area of specialization for myself or any of those who've contributed 

information. However, the vast majority of the time, failure to find a glass is due to entering too much 

information when first searching. For example, if you search for Mickey¸ you'll receive 33 pages of 

results. However, if you search for Mickey Mouse, you will receive nine pages of entries. This is because 

in some cases the specific text of a glass identifies Mickey simply as Mickey and not Mickey Mouse. 

Bottom line: less is more. If you have trouble locating a glass in the database, try entering less 

information to begin with. 

By the way, there is no difference between capital letters and lowercase letters:  searching for Pluto is 

exactly the same as searching for pluto. 

All searches are exact - As an example, if you enter Merry Christmas as a search term, you will get a list 

of all glasses where the phrase is found exactly as you typed it (approximately 51 entries). One of the 

best advantages of the new database is the capability to search for two words in a combination. For 

example, if you search for the first word Merry and the second word Christmas, you will see that the 

results show closer to 56 entries. 

What you see is what you get – Here’s what I mean: We have entered information into the database 

beginning with what is physically seen on the glass. If you see a cartoon bubble on the glass, enter a few 

words from the beginning of the text and the glass should come right up. Typing in the entire first two 

sentences leads to a much higher probability that the glass will NOT show up. If I am looking for a glass 

with both Mickey and Minnie Mouse, entering Mickey as one search term and Minnie as the other is a 

good way to start. In all cases however, it is best to remember rule number one, keep it simple. 

Let's perform some actual searches on the database to demonstrate these concepts: 

In the first example, I am looking for a glass that has Ziggy along with the words Merry Christmess. This 

one is easy. I could begin by entering Ziggy as the only search term, and I would receive 72 entries. 

However, since I know that the word Christmess is on this glass, all I need to enter is that one word in  



  Glasses Database part 2:  Search tips   continued                                                                                          32 

 

either search box and I will go immediately to that individual glass. By the way, the four glasses that you 

see on the bottom left hand side of the screen are the known members in that set. I also see that we are 

missing two of the pictures for the set, although we know the text. This is known as a shameless plug for 

people to submit more pictures…  ☺  

As our second example, let's look for something that surprised even me as I was searching for the glass. 

In this example, I want to know how many glasses are in the short size Jungle Book Canadian set. I began 

by looking for jungle book in the first search term plus Canada as the second search term. There were 

no entries found! This is a great example of making an assumption when entering search terms. I know 

these basic glasses exist in the database, so I changed my search. In the first search term I looked for 

jungle book. I changed the second search term to Shere. Now I receive a very short list of glasses 

including the one I was looking for. Clicking on the picture of the glass I’m looking for, I get all of the 

information available, but what happened to my first search? Reading the entry, I also noticed the 

reason my first search did not work. This set is entered as Canadian but does not have the exact word 

Canada. Immediately I add to my Christmas list the room full of programmers and the bucket of money 

that goes along with the nice expensive search engines. Until then however, I have gone into the 

database and added the word Canada so that the search will appear correctly for you in the future. 

For our last example, let's focus on one of the areas that can be the most frustrating, namely searching 

for one out of hundreds of glasses that have been made for each major character. In this case, I want to 

find a glass with a picture of Mickey Mouse's head done in a see-thru (clear) fashion. I know that the 

glass was produced in several different sizes, and I know that this particular glass has a blue band in the 

center. For our example, I want to see the set of glasses that were made in a juice glass size. In this case, 

instead of searching through the list of hundreds of entries for Mickey Mouse, I simply enter Mickey as 

the first search term and blue (a prominent color on the glass) as a second search term. Aoila!, there he 

is, the first entry on a single page of results. 

I hope that you will forgive me taking this opportunity to plug the fact that we need more pictures in the 

database. It is always better in a visual display to have a picture that you can refer to. Each of you has 

wonderful knowledge and wonderful glasses that could be added to the database.  The requirements for 

submitting a glass are very easy. Please feel free to send me an e-mail at ssimek@cox.net for 

instructions on how to submit new pictures. Of course, each new entry will be stamped with a 

watermark indicating that the picture came from you, along with your name credited in the glass entry. 

That's it for this time. Next time, we will discuss exciting new features that will be added to the database 

for the new year. 

Happy searching! 



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE                       Hello fellow members,                33 

 

Another year is winding down and all of my local outdoor antique markets 

are closing till spring. Seems like I will be stuck on my computer looking 

through eBay and Craig’s List trying to find glasses till spring comes around 

again.  I was pleased with the glasses I was able to add to my collection and  

I hope this year has been a good year for all of our members for finding 

glasses. If you found anything unusual, send us a picture so we can publish it 

in our newsletter.  

 

As you all know, we will be going to be sending our newsletter out by email. 

It is a cost saving venture which should work out without too much 

inconvenience for anyone. It will be different at first but should work out 

just fine.  

 

Also, if you are planning on attending our Annual Meeting the weekend of 

May 17
th

, 18
th

 and 19
th 

2013, please make your reservations early. This year 

we sold out our block of rooms and a few people had to stay elsewhere. The 

sooner we all make our reservations, the sooner the hotel will be able to add 

more rooms for our club.  

 

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone involved in working to make this club 

run and grow. Steve and everyone else who worked on our website, our 

Board members, all of our club officers, Brian who runs the newsletter and 

everyone who contributes to it, Carl and Mary who run a great glass auction, 

and everyone who promotes our club when they get a chance. Our club 

couldn’t survive without the endless work of these people.  

  

Take care and good glass hunting.       -Fred Stepanian 

 

 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  ABOUT  COLLECTOR GLASS NEWS 

Starting the next issue, issue #114, the Collector Glass News - newsletter for 

the  Promotional Glass Collectors Association will be sent as a pdf file, 

using email delivery.  All members with email addresses on our membership 

file will receive CGN in their email. Make sure that you have 

cgn@pgcaglassclub.com on your email receiving list, so the CGN gets to 

you. We have extended the date of your membership by 3 months, one issue 

of CGN, to those with email, since the cost of email delivery is less for the 

club. Those who need CGN as a postal copy can receive it that way, in black  



and white. If you have recently setup, changed or modified your email 

address and you have not yet received the email notice below, please use the 

members update form or contact us through the web site 

www.pgcaglassclub.com, to get your current email address to the club.  

This notice below was sent to all members with whom we have email 

addresses.  

-  -    -     - 
In this fast moving times of electronic technology, our entire volunteer crew is 
doing whatever possible to keep costs at a minimum for all our members. With 
the addition of a club web site, extensive glass database, rising postal rates and 
rising printing costs, the PGCA board has evaluated the situation and determined 
that the quarterly newsletter will now be sent electronically to our members. This 
will be in the form of a pdf file sent via. an attachment in your email. It will be 
transmitted in 2 parts so those with size restrictions in their email software will not 
have problem. Auction pages will not be included, go to auction on web site for 
auction info. All members, regardless of when they joined or renewed, and as 
long as they are current, will get a one issue (1/4 year) extension of dues when 
they agree to email delivery. This is equivalent to a $5 discount. Future renewals 
for those with email delivery will be a $5 reduction per year - either $15 or $25 for 
2 years, your best value. New members will be offered the same. 
 
The last issue of 2012, issue #113 will be mailed. The changeover will take place 
Jan 1, 2013 with issue #114. With this issue, email delivery will be the preferred 
method. Please make sure we have your current email address, and please 
update the club if your email changes. Use Members Update Form to do this. If 
you wish to receive the newsletter at a different email address, reply to this email 
and indicate the email address you would like to use. 
 
Since you are a member with an email address and have computer access, you 
are urged to get CGN by email. If for some strong reason you cannot take 
advantage of the price drop and receive electronic delivery, reply to this message 
and decline the offer. Remember, you are helping the club finances by NOT 
declining. If you accept the offer, you need not reply to this email. 
  

Lastly, the email pdf version of CGN will be in color, the postal mail version will 
be in black and white. 

Thanks to all the members who helped work on this issue.  

-     -    -     - 
- Members can order a copy of our published membership listing once a 

year at no charge. Those with email will receive an electronic copy (PDF) 
and those without email will receive a printed copy. New members will 
automatically receive the listing. Use the address for Mike Vath on page 2 
or email him at pepsimike@visi.com to request the listing. 
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Great Find 

 

This is one of those great finds that may jump out at you if you get out and hit your local antique malls and flea 

markets. One lady in Pennsylvania found this glass when she did that. The fact she thought the glass was ugly 

with all the red on it did not stop her from adding two of these to  her collection.  Submitted by Carl Sehnert.  

 

                        
 

 

CLASSIFIEDS:  WANTED:  Warner Brothers Looney Tunes Collector Series, Pepsi 1979.  WA3230, WA3231,  WA3234, 

and WA3235.  If you have all six in the set and would prefer to sell the set, I'll consider buying that way.  Condition must 

be the same as you would buy at a CGN Auction.   Robert House, rg.house@hotmail.com 

 
For SALE: two scarce Breeder's Cup glasses, 1988 for $8.00, 1989 for $16.00, plus postage. WANTED frosted historic 

West Virginia glasses from 1960's, want glasses OTHER THAN White Sulfur Springs, Point Pleasant,Historic Hall Univ of 

West Virginia. WANTED Stephen Foster frosted song glasses Beautiful Dreamer, Jeannie with Light Brown Hair, Suwanee 

River, Old Folks at Home. WANTED tall 7" clear Stephen Foster glasses Beautiful Dreamer, Jeannie with Light Brown Hair. 

WANTED Big Top College Fight Song Glass Texas A&M song series #19. John Foster 276-861-4234. Thank you.  

I have 1 Rainbow Trout/Walleye Pike Boscul Peanut Butter glass & 6 Crappie/Yellow Perch Boscul Peanut 

Butter glasses, which are For Sale. Matt Stoll, foxyguy66@yahoo.com  or   716 597-3401. 

 

Glasses for sale and trade, want list at www.juniousjunior.com. Currently collecting Gullivers Travels glasses in 

all styles, email bricall@att.net or call Brian Callahan at 317-345-4547. 
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     PGCA Membership Application          
 

 

Collector Glass News is the official publication of the Promotional Glass 
Collectors Association.  As a member, you are eligible for all the benefits of the 
PGCA.  These benefits include: 

   ·  The purchase of club glasses (limited edition we only make 144!) 

·  Attend club meetings 

·  Voting on club issues 

·  Place free wanted/for sale ads 

·  You may also bid in the club auction by phone or email.  This is a great 
opportunity to add to your collection without extensive travel. 

·  The opportunity to meet great people! 

- Club Newsletter Collector Glass News sent 4 times a year 
To join or renew your membership, fill out the information below: 
 

Name______________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________ 
City ___________________________ State____ Zip Code_________  __ 
Country   

Phone (  )   -   

Email Address  __________________________________ 

Collecting Interests/Main Interest    

Secondary Interest   

Do you wish to have your name published in the PGCA Membership List?   Please 
check payment option you are sending and mail to address below: 

  $15.00 for 1 year (Collector Glass News sent by EMAIL) 
_____$20.00 for 1 year (Collector Glass News sent postal mail) 

  $25.00 for 2 years (Collector Glass News sent by EMAIL) 

_____$35.00 for 2 years (Collector Glass News sent postal mail) 

Send to:  

   PGCA Treasurer, Marilyn Johnston, 528 Oakley, Central Point OR 97502 

__________________________________________________________________ 

You can join or renew online at 

 

http://www.pgcaglassclub.com/joinpgca.html 
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